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1. Explanation of some names of nonkosher birds in the Torah

The Gemara identifies some of the nonkosher birds recorded in the Torah, and the basis of their names. Rav
Yehudah says the "7w" is ' [N DT N21Wn — the one which draws fish from the sea (possibly the cormorant). The
"nanIT" is the one N9 ITINW — whose beauty [appears] “bound” to its head (i.e., whose crest of feathers can fold
against its head, possibly the hoopoe). A Baraisa adds that this is the bird which brought the 1w used for building
the Beis Hamikdash. Rav Yehudah says the "Dnm" is the "ppw" — the shrieker (possibly the magpie). Rebbe
Yochanan explains why it is called the Dn1:071V% DN IX2 DM XAW |12 — once the DN1 comes, mercy comes to the
world, i.e., rain is about to fall. Rav Bibi bar Abaye says this is only when it sits on something and makes a "mpw"
sound, but we have a tradition that if it sits on the ground and shrieks, it indicates that Moshiach is coming. Rav
Yehudah says the "nT'on" is the white n'T, and is called nT'ON because N'MINaN QU NIT'ON NWIVY — it performs
kindness with its fellows. The "naiN" is the NIt N'T — hot-tempered dayah, and it is called "n9IN" because Nnaxinw
N'MNAN DY — it rages against its fellows.

2. The number of nonkosher birds recorded in the Torah

Rav Chisda quoted Rav saying: |n |'NNL NIQIY NYUXINI DNWY — there are twenty-four nonkosher birds (recorded in the
Torah). Rav Chanan bar Rav Chisda asked that there are twenty birds recorded in X17'1, and twenty-one n1In nawn
(0maT). Even if the "nNT" of X' is added to those of 02T, it would only be twenty-two!? Rav Chisda answered
that Rav darshened the four variations of the word "n1'n%" — according to its type to include four more birds. This
would total twenty-six, and Abaye explains that the nNT of X' and the n'% of 0MA2T are the same bird, and the n'~
and n'T are also the same bird. The Torah wrote both names so that one should not claim that one type is permitted
since the Torah only prohibited the other. Rebbe Abahu disagrees with Rav, and says the "nx1" is the same as the
"nix", and called the nx1 because 1N NRNW — it sees exceptionally far (a Baraisa says it can stand it Bavel and see a
711 in Eretz Yisroel). According to Rebbe Abahu, the nNT, NX1, n'T, and '~ are all one bird (resulting in a total of
twenty-three nonkosher birds).

3. MiIona aNa nw qi

Rebbe Yitzchak said: m1ona 2281 N qIv — a kosher bird may be eaten based on a tradition of having seen a
scrupulous person eat it, or having been taught by his teacher or a learned hunter. A hunter is believed to say: qIu
111 2 70N N DT — My teacher gave over to me that this bird is kosher. Rebbe Yochanan says: |na 'paw Nini
[NMInwAl — this is only where [the teacher] was an expert in identifying [the twenty-four nonkosher birds of the
Torah] and all other birds which are also called by their names. Rebbe Zeira asked: 7'~ 121 IX DJn 121 — did Rebbe
Yitzchak mean to rely on a hunter’s tradition received from his Torah teacher who was a scholar, or his hunting
teacher who was a hunter? The Gemara says that from the fact that Rebbe Yochanan required expertise in
identifying all the twenty-four nonkosher birds and their subspecies, Rebbe Yitzchak must have referred to a hunter,
because if he meant a scholar, even if he knew the birds’ names, he would not have the familiarity to accurately
identify them.

Siman - Segway

The man riding a Segway when a nTon landed on the handlebars and started feeding another nT'on perched
nearby, was riding away from a giant display counting the twenty-four nonkosher birds of the Torah, when a hunter
came up and told him that he had a mesorah from his expert hunter Rebbe that the bird riding on the back of the
Segway was kosher.
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I have a mesorah
that the bird
on the wheel

is kosher.

The man riding a Segway when a nT'on landed on the handlebars and started feeding another nTon perched nearby, was
riding away from a giant display counting the twenty-four nonkosher birds of the Torah, when a hunter came up and told him
that he had a mesorah from his expert hunter Rebbe that the bird riding on the back of the Segway was kosher.
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